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Russ COOPER 


As part of his role as the Academic 
Convenor for the 2010 Congress of the 
Humanities and Social Sciences, 
History Professor Ronald Rudin is 
beginning to tour the faculties to 
encourage participation for the sizable 
conference to be held here next spring. 

"We're going to have thousands of 
people coming here to participate in 
the congress,” says Rudin. "We have an 
amazing opportunity to show what's 
happening here at Concordia." 

Formerly known as the Learneds 
Conference, this is the largest annual 
multidisciplinary academic gathering 
in Canada, attracting delegates from 
universities in every province and ter- 
ritory in Canada, as well as from 
around the world. 

From May 28 to June 4, 2010, 
Concordia is expecting roughly 8 000 
delegates — both faculty and graduate 
students - representing 70 different 
learned societies from many disciplines 
and sub-disciplines. The gathering will 
allow Concordia to showcase its facili- 





History Professor Ronald Rudin stands in the lobby of the EV building, the future site for many activities at the 2010 Congress of 
the Humanities and Social Sciences. Rudin is serving as the congress’ Academic Convenor. 


ties, especially the new home of the 
John Molson School of Business, to be 
completed later this year. 

To gather support, Rudin will be vis- 
iting departments in search of those 
interested in presenting their research 
to the droves of delegates, or to take a 
lead role in the meetings of their par- 
ticular association. 

"We're looking to engage faculty 
who haven't paid attention to congress 
in the past,” he says. "We're hoping to 
create partnerships inside and outside 
the university that'll further the uni- 
versity's research profile. It's a great 
chance to further _ establish 
Concordia’s place among Canada's 
most dynamic universities." 

To help distinguish 2010 from past 
editions, Rudin and the congress team 
is aiming to focus upon significant 
issues of interest to researchers across 
a wide range of disciplines. The theme 
of Connected Understanding/Savoir 
branchée will address such questions 
as the impact of digital technology on 
scholarly research and research cre- 
ation. Other connections will also be 
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explored such as the links between 
scholars in different fields and the ties 
between researchers and larger audi- 
ences beyond the academic world. 

In this context, one significant topic 
up for discussion, Rudin points out, is 
open access to research produced at 
universities. While most research is 
publicly funded, publications that refer- 
ence that research are frequently inac- 
cessible unless they are acquired 
through a journal subscription. 

"We are currently having a discus- 
sion about open access policies within 
Concordia, but I'm not sure we'd be 
having this discussion if the congress 
werent coming here,” says Rudin. "In 
the past, there hasn't been the tenden- 
cy for large issues like this to have a 
place at congress. By emphasizing 
such a topic, it'll make congress more 
vibrant.” 

"My view is that we have to think 
about how Concordia'’s involvement 
can make a real change after the 
crowds have gone home. Hopefully, 
there will be a legacy.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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Thinking the theory across disciplines | 


KAREN HERLAND 


Graduate students often find 
themselves allied with their 
individual supervisors when 
exploring the realm of their par- 
ticular discipline. ‘Thinking the 
theory’ is a reading group that 
gives young researchers the 
opportunity to push the theoret- 
ical boundaries of their research 
in a collaborative, non-hierar- 
chal context. 

"Not enough attention is paid 
to theory. I wanted something 
that would encourage us to move 
beyond acquired knowledge,” 
says PhD student Mirella Vadean, 
who proposed the idea of an 
interdisciplinary, interuniversity 
reading group a year ago within 
the Département d'Etudes 
frangaises. With logistical sup- 
port from the department and 
three other students, the group 
was born. 

Vadean was aware the process 
of completing a PhD can be soli- 
tary work. After a year or two of 
course work, "we end up isolated, 
trying to understand and cope 
with difficult questions raised by 
our subjects.” . 

She points out addressing 





Valérie Cools and Mirella Vadean help coordinate Thinking the theory. 


these questions is the real crux of 
doctoral and post-doctoral work. 
Her own research in the Special 
Individualized Program com- 
bines literature, philosophy and 
musicology to address the 
mythology inherent in Tolkein's 
Lord of the Rings. 

An early ally was Valérie Cools, 
who was finishing her MA in the 
Département d'Etudes frangaises. 
Since then, she's become a PhD 
candidate in the Humanities pro- 
gram, combining elements of lit- 
erary and cultural studies with art 
history to study Japanese manga 


as a transnational cultural form. 

The group has grown to 
include 35 PhD and post-doctoral 
level researchers representing the 
four Montreal universities, but 
goes well beyond our city. 
Thinking the theory also includes 
the Université du Québec a Trois- 
Riviéres, Université Laval, and 
institutions in France and the U.S. 
Members' theoretical approaches 
include communications, cultur- 
al studies, literature, translation, 
art history, anthropology and 
sociology. 


"Our strength is in the 
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exchange, which is necessary in 
an interdisciplinary context,” says 
Vadean. 

In the year since the group 
began, they have established a 
website www.penserlatheorie. 
nigeba.net to facilitate ongoing 
consultation and collaboration. 
Members frequently use the site 
to seek feedback, try to find refer- 
ences, bibliographies or ideas 
from members in particular fields 
to complement their own 
research. The site gets 1 700 hits a 
month. "I've gotten some really 
great references for my own 
work,” says Vadean. 

Each month, the group sets a 
reading list and date for a lec- 
ture/discussion. They try to get 
a speaker to lead each discus- 
sion. They have maintained 
their international member- 
ship by cobbling together links 
via Yahoo messenger or MSN to 
be able to meet virtually in real 
time. 

"It's hard to come up with a 
subject of interest to everyone 
across so many fields. Just doing 
that is an exercise in interdiscipli- 
narity,’ says Vadean. 

The group has developed pre- 
sentations for the upcoming 77th 


conference for the Association 
francophone pour le savoir 
(ACFAS) nd is planning a sympo- 
sium for November. They are also 
thinking more about publishing. 
They were offered the current 
issue of Post.Scriptum, an inter- 
disciplinary research magazine 
on text and media. 
tinyurl.com/bufbou. 

"We had five weeks to put 
together a special issue. It was a 
great motivator,” says Cools. She 
also credits the collaborative 
process with sustaining the proj- 
ect. As one of the seven commit- 
tee members keeping the proj- 
ect organized, she stresses "we 
are all on the same level. Being 
on the committee is not about 
power, it is about getting the 
work done.” 

As the project gains momen- 
tum, it has also increased its 
financial support. In addition to 
resources from the Département 
d'Etudes francaises, the project 
currently has funds from the 
Concordia branch of Figura, 
Centre de recherche sur le texte 
et limaginaire, the Faculty of Arts 
and Science and the Office of the 
Vice-President, Research and 
Graduate Studies. 


Writing group offers support for works in progress 


KAREN HERLAND 


Adding yet one more responsibili- 
ty onto an already loaded agenda 
and trying to support a solitary 
activity with group meetings — 
there are many reasons for which 
establishing a writing group for 
professors might seem counterin- 
tuitive. Liberal Arts Associate 
Professor Katharine Streip sees a 
lot more potential for support. 

“A group like this encourages 
you to put your ideas in order. It's 
a helpful reality check’ Streip says 
of the formal opportunity for aca- 
demics to meet regularly, collec- 
tively reviewing the written work 
of each member and providing 
feedback, whether the piece be an 
early draft or a book chapter. 

The model has become quite 
popular in other universities. 
Hearing about successful initia- 
tives involving colleagues else- 
where motivated Streip to pro- 
pose such a project here. 

“Were all pressed for time at 
Concordia, especially at this time 
of year when there are so many 
opportunities for service; she 
says, adding that supporting stu- 


dents is a key element of her role. 

Carving out time to formally 
attend to the writing expectations 
of the academic world and pro- 
viding an environment of collabo- 
ration is a nice balance for that. 

The first meeting was held on 
Feb. 6 and attracted a handful of 
participants. Other interested 
professors sent regrets along with 
requests to be included in subse- 
quent invitations. 

A second meeting has been 
called for March 6, at 4 p.m. 
when participants will discuss 
abstracts and book proposals. 
For more information go to 
cissc.concordia.ca/activities/Writ 
ingGroup.htm 

Streip hopes the project will 
develop based on the needs and 
ideas of those who attend. In addi- 
tion to circulating work in 
progress, some of the ideas that 
emerged during the first meeting 
included sharing strategies for 
writing during the school year 
and marketing interdisciplinary 
projects. 

Streip was pleased to offer the 
project through the Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies in 


Society and Culture (CISSC) 
because she wanted to fore- 
ground the __ interdisciplinary 
nature of the project. 

“Most of us have a network of 
people who know the terminolo- 
gy and to whom we can send 
work. She points out that it’s a lot 


harder to feel confident when 
straying into another discipline or 
trying to reread familiar work 
through a different lens. 

“No one mind is capable of see- 
ing everything, she says. “It's help- 
ful to hear someone else say, ‘try 
moving this here’ or ‘have you 


Liberal Arts Professor Katharine Streip (left) at the inaugural meeting of the writing ‘group. With her, from left, 


read so-and-so?” 

Streip hopes the writing group 
will provide mutual support and 
direction. “Concordia has such a 
wealth of talent.” 

Ideally, shed like the group to 
meet monthly, perhaps more fre- 
quently during the summer. 
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are CISSC Director Maurice Charland, Robert Tittler (History-Emeritus), Bev Best (Sociology and Anthropology) and 


Lisa Lynch (journalism). 


A concrete foundation 


BCEE Assistant Professor Lucia Tirca, pictured unde 


KAREN HERLAND 


When Lucia Tirca was a child 
living in a condominium outside 
of Bucharest, Romania, her 
home was shaken by an earth- 
quake measuring 7.2 on the 
Richter scale. 

"| thought there was an 
explosion, the windows all 
smashed,’ she recalls. "With my 
child’s mind, I remember 
thinking ‘is nobody able to do 
something to the building to 
help it stand up?” 

Years later and miles away, 
that is exactly what Tirca does. 
She's applying her knowledge in 
both theoretical and concrete 
ways to make buildings safer, 

She credits that frightening 
childhood incident with setting 
her on the path of structural engi- 
neering. Her research is specifi- 
cally addressing ways to help 
withstand — seismic 
pressures, involving both struc- 
tural and material considera- 
tions. She joined Concordia's 
Ddepartment of Building, Civil 
and Environmental Engineering 
as an Assistant Professor last July. 

Tirca has high praise for the 
professors with whom she stud- 
ied and the knowledge they 
were able to share with her. 
During her PhD she was award- 
ed a predoctoral JSPS fellowship 
(Japanese Society for the 
Promotion of Science), held in 
Tokyo and_ several visiting 
researcher fellowships held at 
different universities in Europe. 
After completing her PhD stud- 
ies, she took a professorship in 
Bucharest. 

But she is not one to shy away 


buildings 





from shaking things up in her 
own life. She decided to start all 
over again here in Montreal in 
2001, with a post-doctoral posi- 
tion at Ecole Polytechnique and 
then in private industry, using 
her expertise in stabilizing 
buildings at Canadian engineer- 
ing firms CANAM and GENI- 
VAR. 

One of her projects was to 
establish the most efficient way 
to turn the 10-storey industrial 
building at the corner of St. 
Laurent and Ontario into earth- 
quake-safe condominiums. She 
found a way to save money by 
upgrading the building instead 
of redoing the foundations and 
support columns. To do so, she 
developed a design method and 
employed the friction dampers 
developed by engineering inno- 
vator Avtar Pall while he was 
doing PhD research in the BCEE 
department in the ‘70s. The 
alumnus’ method has had wide- 
spread use. In fact, the diagonal 
braces with Pall friction damper 
pillars are featured in the LB 
building design. 

"It's a mandatory step in the 
building design process to con- 
sider seismic loads. Structures 
shall be designed to be safe and 
serviceable during their useful 
life” 

Coming to the city where 
Pall, who has been a great 
influence on her field, studied 
was initially a coincidence. 
But, she decided to shake 
things up again last year and 
leave private industry to return 
to academia. "I didn't have too 
much time to do research, or 
reading or to keep up with the 


r one of the Pall friction dampers supporting the EV Building. 





field. | missed them.” 

Ironically, her new offices are 
only a block away from her old 
ones, but the context is entirely 
new. She is supervising/co- 
supervising three masters’ stu- 
dents, with three more starting 
by next September. She is cur- 
rently teaching two undergradu- 
ate courses, but she has had two 
graduate level courses accepted 
to be taught in coming years. 
She's a member of the Council of 
the School of Graduate Studies 
and is glad for the opportunity 
to teach and do research while 
sharing her knowledge. 

Tirca hopes to help her stu- 
dents learn to think about how 
structures behave under various 
loads aside from equations. 

"[ like to tell my students that 
doing research is not a straight- 
forward process and I remind 
them of one of Einstein's quotes, 
‘imagination is more important 
than knowledge.” 

She sees changes within the 
field as well. "When I was an 
undergrad, 10% of the students 
were women. Now, it's double 
that." She acknowledges that 
most women are attracted to 
environmental engineering, say- 
ing women in the structural 
engineering field constituted 
only 3% of participants at the 
last conference she attended. 

But the changes are coming. 
In fact, she sat on the faculty's 
first all-woman thesis defense 
committee with Maria 
Elektorowitz, Michelle Nokken 
and Judith Patterson (Geogra- 
phy, Urban Planning and 
Environment as the external 
member). 
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ACCOLADES 


Political Science Professor Guy Lachapelle has had his mandate as 
Secretary General of the International Political Science Association 
(IPSA) renewed for the third term, extending his tenure through to 
2012. Based at Concordia, IPSA is devoted to the advancement of 
political sciences. The Association has numerous associations and 
individual members around the world, providing reference and doc- 
umentation services, organizing world congresses and promoting 
internationally coordinated research initiatives. 


on 


JMSB Professor Steven Appelbaum is the lead author of “Mergers 
101 (part two): training managers for culture, stress and change 
challenges”, published in 2007 in the Journal of Industrial and 
Commercial Training. The journal's publisher has just started issu- 
ing statistics on article downloads and the article achieved an 
impressive 1 201 downloads in its first year available online. 


Qo 


Montreal band Plants and Animals are among the nominees for the 
New Group of the Year category at the 2009 Juno Awards, thanks to 
the success of their debut album Parc Avenue. All three members, 
Matthew Woodley, Nicholas Basque and Warren Spicer, are 
grads from the music department's electroacoustic program. Spicer 
has also taught in the program. 
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Concordia Institute for Information Systems Engineering Professor 
and Director Mourad Debbabi was awarded a $546 000 grant 
($426 000 Cash and $120 000 in kind) over three years from Ericsson 
Canada, NSERC and Prompt Quebec. The project, Model Base 
Engineering of Secure Software and Systems, will fund research into 
the security of software-intensive systems for many uses such as 
internet software, phone systems and software utilized in aircraft. 





Concordias Engineers Without Borders 
chapter spent Jan. 31 and Feb. 1 bagging groceries in the 
Alexis Nihon Plaza IGA to raise money. The two-day drive, 
which had students offering paper or plastic for tips, 
raised $1 012. The donations will help send students Rob 
Austen and Farah Haddad (above, in foreground) overseas 
this summer. Austen hopes to use his skills on a water 
hygiene and sanitation project in Burkina Faso and 
Haddad is headed for an agricultural project in Ghana. 

EWB will be back in IGA on Feb.. 21 and 22 to raise 
awareness as well by explaining EWB activities and pro- 
moting fair trade products. They are hoping for more vol- 
unteers to join them but if you can’t spare some time to 
help raise funds, perhaps you could plan your grocery 
shopping to offer them financial support. For more infor- 
mation, concordia@ewb.ca 
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Visitors tour 


For the 11" consecutive year 
Concordia hosted nearly 80 
high school students from the 
Beijing Concord College of 
Sino-Canada (BCCSC). 

The students, accompanied by 
some of their teachers, are 
spending nearly three weeks in 
Canada for their Winter Camp 
— a whirlwind tour of universi- 
ties across the country, each 
one hoping to make it on to the 
students’ application list. 

Several administrators were 
on hand for the jam-packed 
two hours the students spent 
at Concordia before boarding 
a bus and heading to Ottawa 
for another tour there. While 
here, students mingled over 
breakfast with university rep- 
resentatives and _ students 
from China already studying 
here. Then, they were present- 
ed with academic options and 
an overview of services avail- 
able to students here. 

President Judith Woodsworth 
addressed the students, talking 
about her own travels through 
China, Concordia’s relationship 
with Norman Bethune and the 


Beijing high school students tour the 
Concordia might be like. 


opportunities students will 
have here to prepare for the 
global economy by studying 
alongside students represent- 
ing over 150 different nations. 

“Studying here is not only 
what you learn in the class- 
room, it’s what you learn about 
people, said Woodsworth. 

Later, Kelly Collins, 
International Students Office 
Coordinator and engineering 
student Shen Wen Yuan both 
addressed the students in 
Mandarin, outlining the 
advantages of studying here. 
BCCSC Executive Director 
Andy Truong complimented 
Collins on her expanding facil- 
ity with the language by point- 
ing out that her presentation 
becomes longer each year as 
her vocabulary grows. 

The event, hosted by Roger 
Cété, Associate Vice-President 
Enrolment and _ Student 
Services, and organized by 
Pina Greco, Manager of 
Operations and _ Special 


Projects in that office, ended 
with an exchange of gifts and 
tours of the university. 





campus to learn what studying at 
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Presidential Panels hard at work 


The consultative portion of the 
strategic planning process is in 
the home _ stretch _ before 
President Judith Woodsworth 
submits the plan to the Board of 
Governors for approval in June. 

Over the holidays, Woods- 
worth created three Presidential 
Panels to address areas she was 
particularly interested in further 
exploring. 

The panels focus on Student 
Experience, Employee Engage- 
ment and Community Engage- 
ment. Details of the panels’ 
mandates and members are 
available at www.concordia.ca/ 
strategicplanning/presidential- 
panels. All three panels are well 
on their way to reporting their 
conclusions to Woodsworth by 
late March. 

Each of the panels has met sev- 
eral times since the term began, 
reviewing material collected up 
until now, defining terms and pri- 


orities and considering what 
other material or input would be 
useful. 

Russell Copeman, chair of the 
Community Engagement panel, 
said that developing a workable 
definition of the panel's theme 
was the first order of business. 
The agreed-upon definition of 
community engagement is to, 
“relate the knowledge, talents 
and resources of the university to 
the needs of the community to 
promote social responsibility and 
sustainability” 

Copeman's panel will be meet- 
ing weekly and is undertaking an 
inventory of existing university 
initiatives fitting this definition as 
well as proposing new activities. 

A meeting on Feb. 12 will seek 
input from alumni on the role of 
community engagement at 
Concordia. The panelists also 
hope to meet with students and 
employee leaders to discuss the 


issue from their point of view. 

Meanwhile, the panel on 
Student Experience has already 
set up a meeting with student 
leaders and the Concordia 
Council on Student Life for Feb. 13. 
According to panel chair Donald 
Boisvert, the panel will be report- 
ing to the President by the end of 
March. 

The panel on Employee 
Engagement has begun to define 
terms and priorities and will be 
meeting weekly, calling for input 
as needed. Panel chair Roger Coté 
reports the panel is looking at 
both employee engagement with 
the university and the university's 
engagement with its employees. 

Information on how to reach 
the panel chairs is also avail- 
able on the website. Their find- 
ings will be an important com- 
ponent in identifying the 
actions that will emanate from 
the strategic plan. 





(Left to right): MIGS Director Frank Chalk, Senior Fellow Roméo Dallaire and MIGS Lead Researcher Kyle Matthews. 


Lieutenant-General 
(Retd) and Senator The Hon. 
Roméo Dallaire, MIGS Senior 
Fellow, delivered his annual 
Senior Fellow's presentation on 
Jan. 29 in LB-1014. In his lecture, 
"Preventing Genocide and the 
Future of Humanity,” Dallaire 
urged countries and govern- 
ments to find the political will 
to reexamine current global 
trends in warfare and work 





towards eradicating atrocious 
acts, such as the recruitment of 
child soldiers. 

"We're in an era where we have 
defence, diplomacy and humani- 
tarianism working together, but 
there are still frictions,” said 
Dallaire. "We have to ask, ‘how do 
we get them together to create a 
new multidisciplinary entity that 
creates a new conceptual base for 
intervention.” 


Congress seeks research 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE | 

Over 300 staff and 110 stu- 
dents will participate in the 
implementation and execution 
of the congress, which will take 
place in 150 to 200 classrooms 
per day throughout Concordia's 
downtown campus. 

Still 16 months before the 
launch, Rudin and the congress 
team are already making signifi- 
cant progress. But more than 
that, the team is extremely excit- 


ed about the congress - the first 
time Concordia has played host. 

"For universities which have 
hosted congress before, the 
‘wow’ factor may have dimin- 
ished a bit, but we're very con- 
scious to present Concordia at 
a different level,” says Rudin. "I 
think our advanced planning 
shows our commitment to 
doing this really well. I think 
we're in good shape to make it 
one to remember.” 





"It's an era of enormous possi- 
bility. The youth of today can 
hold the government responsi- 
ble to act.” 
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Opportunity to discuss 


KAREN HERLAND 


When Judith + Woodsworth 
addressed the Concordia commu- 
nity in an open meeting last 
spring as a finalist for the position 
of President and Vice-Chancellor, 
she stressed her intention to have 
an open-door policy if she were 
named to the post. 

The consultative process she 
put in place to develop the 
strategic plan is now comple- 
mented by her office's latest ini- 
tiative: a series of open-ended 
Conversations where Woods- 
worth meets with members of 
the community to share ideas. 

The initial three Conversations 
attracted students, faculty and 
staff from across the university. 
“When we first arrived, some of 
us brought notes and copies of 


the strategic plan, recalls 
Environmental Health and 


Safety Director Sue Magor. “We 
were not sure what to expect. 

On Feb. 4, Woodsworth intro- 
duced the conversation by 
underscoring her hope that ini- 
tiatives like this one would bring 
a small campus feel to our large 
and sprawling university. 

Instead of sitting around the 
table, the decision was made to 
remove the chairs and mingle 
informally. “It was as important 
for her that we talk to each other 
as she talks to us. It really put a 
face on ‘The Administration’? 
said Magor. 

Kevin Naimi, a third year hon- 


ours student in sociology, 
agrees, says the President has 
been inviting input since her 
tenure here began, both through 
her website and her messages to 
the university community. 

“I would go to another conver- 
sation. It is really great to hear 
other people's ideas about where 
we should be going” 

In some cases, those conver- 
sations did not directly relate to 
any existing project, but they did 
allow people to get to exchange 
ideas outside of their usual cir- 
cles. Sociology Professor Bill 
Reimer, who has been involved 
in the New Rural Economy 
Project for years, was able to ask 
Megan Putnam, a student who 
did a term in Africa with 
Engineers Without Borders, if 
her student group would consid- 
er development projects in rural 
communities in Canada. 

Alexandre Enkerli, a part-time 
professor in the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology, has 
participated in every aspect of the 
strategic planning process, includ- 
ing open meetings and the world 
cafés. “I'm interested in observing 
the process, I'm an ethnographer” 
He said he preferred the open- 
ended format of the 
Conversations to the more direct- 
ed approach in the world cafés. 

Art History Professor Kristina 
Huneault finds the process 
refreshing, and a first for the 
nearly 10 years she’s been here. 

“The administration is inter- 








our future 
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(Left to right): Sociology Professor Bill Reimer, JMSB Admissions Counsellor Cynthia Hedrich, Engineering student 
Megan Putnam and President Judith Woodsworth chat during the Feb. 4 conversation. 


ested in hearing what faculty 
members have to say, she said 
during the Feb. 4 conversation. 
Seeing her own words from a 
comment on the strategic plan 
used in a subsequent version of 
the plan convinced her she was 
being listened to. 

Over all, Enkerli sees more 
community spirit on campus 
since this process began. “Even 
in teaching workshops I've 
attended, people are talking 
about the same things. They are 
really thinking about the future 


of Concordia University” 

He sees the initiative as a way 
to maintain that momentum. 
“I'm really convinced that the 
President wants to know what 
people on campus are thinking” 

Although there is no formal 
mechanism in place for the 
President to respond to the indi- 
vidual concerns raised during 
the Conversations, they are 
being recorded. All those who 
attended the Conversations 
were encouraged to elaborate 
their concerns in writing after 


they participated. 

Woodsworth’s team learned 
from each discussion and inte- 
grated ideas from one into the 
next. At the suggestion of an early 
participant, people introduced 
themselves at the beginning of 
each subsequent event. Overall, 
Woodsworth was very pleased 
with the format and intends to 
hold more Conversations, includ- 
ing some in the evening, for some 
part-time students and profes- 
sors who have difficulty attend- 
ing during day-time hours. 





Podcasting possible for lectures across university 


IITS Creative Media Services equips dozens of lecture halls for MP3 recording 


KAREN HERLAND 


Aaron Brauer, a lecturer in the 
Academic Technology Depart- 
ment of Arts and Science, likes 
making hig lectures available to 
students outside of the class- 
room. 

He has been offering video or 
audio recordings of his classroom 
presentations on his course web- 
site for years now. This year, when 
IITS offered an automated serv- 
ice he was eager to try it out. He 
has not been disappointed. 

“The system is completely 
automated. If is really useful for 
me to do it myself and not have 
to rely on a technician’ Brauer 
says. “The fecording is ready 
within minutes of class ending 


and I can offer students a link on 
the website, 

Steve Helsing, who handles 
research and development at 
IITS Creative Media Services, has 
spent a year and a half developing 
the system. 

“We used to send a technician 
out with equipment to record 
courses, Helsing says, pointing 
out the investment in human and 
equipment resource allocation 
was large. “The challenge was to 
develop a new system that was 
automated, cost-effective and 
scalable” 

The system now in place meets 
those criteria. Several dozen 
classrooms on both campuses 
have been. equipped with inex- 
pensive hardware, making audio 


capture for archiving, broadcast- 
ing or online distribution of class 
lectures or speeches a straightfor- 
ward proposition (both H 110 
and the De Séve cinema have the 
capability). 

Professors or lecture organiz- 
ers wanting their lectures 
recorded can register through 
IITS. Once they are in the sys- 
tem, they simply have to pick up 
a microphone on the day of the 
lecture and log onto a webpage 
from the classroom. They can 
then hit record or pause in real 
time to create an MP3 file of the 
lecture. The system gives each 
professor the ability to deter- 
mine what material will be 
recorded and the control to 
pause if they want some materi- 


al to remain in the classroom. 

Almost as soon as the class is 
over, professors will receive an 
email providing simple instruc- 
tions to get the file linked via RSS 
or iTunes feeds on Moodle. 
Students registered in the class 
can review the lectures whenever 
they want. This process can be 
extended to public lectures so 
organizers can post links to MP3 
files of speeches or panel discus- 
sions on their own websites. 

The system is in the second 
semester of a pilot phase to iden- 
tify bugs, but the potential of the 
new technology is great. 

“In theory, it can help me pre- 
pare for future classes, says 
Brauer. “Courses are usually 
offered once a semester and it's 


impossible to remember every- 
thing from all 13 lectures” The 
archiving potential allows teach- 
ers to review their material, mak- 
ing adjustments if required. 

Helsing says one faculty mem- 
ber considered recording lectures 
at home and making the MP3 file 
available to students before class 
time, which could then be spent 
in discussion and reaction to the 
course material. “This is a poten- 
tially interesting use of the tech- 
nology that I hadn't anticipated’ 
says Helsing. 

Because the system involves a 
centralized server and software 
with an inexpensive device to 
capture the lectures installed in 
participating classrooms, it's easy 
to add rooms. 
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Toiles du jour: Toile | by Alia Love: Part of the cultural identity and post-colonialism exhibit. 





Night by Matthew Hood: Part of the environmental and sustainability issues exhibit. 





ASFA and FASA have teamed 
up for a unique partnership in 
the inaugural annual ASFASA 
festival. Taking place until Feb. 
20, the festival is a series of 
speakers, exhibitions and con- 
ferences exploring the com- 
mon ground between arts and 
science and fine arts. 

The festival's main organizer 
Marie Borcheix-Laporte says 
the collaboration between the 
organizations was a natural 
one since fine arts and arts 
and science often influence 
each other. 

"We thought it would be 
interesting to create an 
exchange between the facul- 
ties. The festival will be a nice 
springboard for dialogue,” says 
Borcheix-Laporte. 

The initiative is targeting 
three departments to display 
artistic and academic work 
on three related themes. The 
theme identity, gender and 
sexuality is displayed within 
the Simone de _ Beauvoir 
Institute; the Geography 
Department will host the 
environmental issues and 
sustainability theme; and 
post-colonialism and multi- 
culturalism will be running 
with Anthropology and 
Sociology. As well, ASFA 
organized three symposia for 
students to present papers 
and share their knowledge on 
these issues. 


As early as the end of 
March, a publication will be 
produced featuring essays by 
arts and science students, 
artist statements and photo- 
graphs of the works show- 
cased in the exhibits. 

Borcheix-Laporte, a fine arts 
major in studio art and VP 
external on FASA, says the fes- 
tival’s organizers = were 
extremely pleased with the 
number of submissions (nearly 
80) they received for the festi- 
val's first edition. She says the 
decision to display the chosen 
works in their departmental 
settings rather than a gallery 
was a conscious one. 

"We really wanted to go into 
places frequented by students,” 
she says. "It was meant to pro- 
duce these encounters and a 
chance to see the artwork 
without going into an unfamil- 
iar space.” 

The identity, gender and 
sexuality exhibit Let's Come 
Together! is being held at 2170 
Bishop; the environmental 
issues and __ sustainability 
exhibit Whereabouts is being 
held on the Hall Building's 
12th floor. Both of the sym- 
posia connected with those 
exhibits have already been 
held. The cultural identity 
and post-colonialism exhibit 
Invaded is being held on the 
Hall Building's 11th floor and 
H 1132, with a vernissage and 
conference on Feb. 16 at 6 
p-m. in EV 1.605. 





What is left by Gaélle Lalonde: Identity, gender and sexuality exhibit. 
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Taking the mask off conflict 


Creative Arts Therapies to host think tank on conflict resolution this month 


Russ Cooper 


Stephen Snow was making 
conversation last spring at a 
social and transcultural psychi- 
atry conference addressing 
peace and conflict when he 
talked about an article he had 
written in 1983 about the pow- 
erful role traditional masks 
have in healing rituals. 

Snow, Associate Professor 
and Chair of Creative Arts 
Therapies, was describing a 
specific Sinhalese mask to 
Shavindra Dias, a lecturer in 
psychiatry at the University of 
Peradeniya in Sri Lanka. 

"Dias said, 'Why don't you 
come to Sri Lanka? We can 
have someone make a mask for 
you. It was serendipity,’ says 
Snow. 

And so he went. In 
December, Snow ventured to 
Sri Lanka for "a two-week road 
trip through the Southern part 
of the country.” It was there 
Snow commissioned a local 
artist to craft his Maha Kola 
Sanni Yakka mask, Sinhalese 
for ‘sickness demon. 

"The mask is part of rituals to 
aid in healing. The traditional 
Sanni Yakka mask always has 
18 small faces, each represent- 
ing a specific disease. In per- 
formances, each sickness 
demon is made into a large, 
wearable mask and is inter- 
preted into dance with the goal 
of ridding someone of that par- 
ticular sickness," he says. 

His trip to Sri Lanka also 
fuelled his interest in cultural 
conflict resolution, a field he's 
been involved in for some time 
now. In 2002, he was part of the 
team looking at the aftermath 
of the student confrontation 
situation here at Concordia, 
and in 2006, along with col- 
leagues from McGill and the 
University of the West Indies, 
he closely examined the perva- 
sive reasonable accommoda- 
tion discussions. 

Currently, Snow is coordinat- 
ing an international think tank 
on conflict resolution, cultural 
intelligence and the creative 
arts therapies to be hosted at 
Concordia from Feb. 23 to 27. 
The purpose will be to estab- 
lish concepts and principles to 
best address the utilization of 
creative arts therapies in inter- 
cultural communication and 


conflict resolution. 

Sponsored by the office of 
the Vice-President, Research 
and Graduate Studies and the 
Centre for the Arts in°Human 
Development at Concordia, the 


conference will bring together 
creative arts therapists, psy- 
chologists and psychiatrists 
from South Africa, Sri Lanka 
(including Dias), Afghanistan, 
Califor-nia, West Indies and 


England to explore ways to 
effectively apply creative arts 
therapies to situations of con- 
flict. 

The ideas brought forth by 
the think tank will provide sup- 


s 





Associate Professor and Chair of Creative Arts Therapies Stephen Snow stands with the Sanni Yakka mask he 
had created during his recent trip to Sri Lanka. 
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plimental information for a 
major grant funding and devel- 
opment application for the 
Initiative for the Advanced 
Study of Culture Conflict and 
the application of the Arts 
Therapies (IASCCAT), a small 
initiative that has already 
received funding from Vice- 


President Research and 
Graduate Studies Louise 
Dandurand's Seed Funding 
Program. 

The Amherst, Massachu- 
setts-native has been at 


Concordia for 17 years, after 
living in New York City for 20 
years where he completed his 
PhD at NYU in performance. 

The Creative Arts Therapies 
Department, situated within 
Fine Arts, has a firm footing in 
Concordia’s history and our 
future - Art Therapy has been 
here for 25 years, Drama 
Therapy for 12 years and, this 
September, the Music Therapy 
option will offer 12 master's 
students the chance to earn a 
graduate certificate. The 
department hopes to expand 
Music Therapy into a full- 
fledged master's degree in the 
near future. 

"The focus isn't just on the art, 
it's really on the person and 
improving their well-being and 
the quality of life.” says Snow on 
the overarching ethos behind 
creative arts therapies. 

Next fall, Snow will be going 
back to Sri Lanka during his 
sabbatical to advance the devel- 
opment of the IASCCAT. 

"We're creating a theatre pro- 
duction based on the technique 
of ethnodrama. We're going to 
tour it around Sri Lanka to cre- 
ate forums for peaceful discus- 
sion and reviewing what poten- 
tial social action can be taken to 
heal that very deep cultural con- 
flict that's there," he says. 

He's exploring the possibility 
of adding a 19th face to a new 
mask, one for cultural conflict, 
when he returns this fall. 
"Would that affect people? 
Maybe it.is the wrong thing, 
because this is a Sinhalese tra- 
dition and we're going to be 
performing for Tamil people as 
well. But I thought it was an 
interesting idea.” 

"A mask can be a lightning 
rod for certain kind of energy 
that's often a key part of the 
healing process.” 
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Labcoats and beakers? Try lights and speakers 


Prepare to stir up your idea of what constitutes a ‘laboratory. From Feb. 15 to March 6, both the Topological Media Lab and matralab will open their doors. 
Thanks to the efforts of two Canada Research Chairs, the innovative media labs are changing the way art and engineering are perceived here and around the 
world. For schedules and more information, visit finearts.concordia.ca/news 


matralab 


Russ COOPER 


By its sheer nature, art is always expanding. 
Sandeep Bhagwati and his matralab are giv- 
ing artists a thousand new ways and direc- 
tions to branch out. 

Located in EV 04.520, matralab is a 
research space exploring interdisciplinary, 
intercultural, inter-media and interactive 
art practices and their theory. 

"It's a space that can bring together all 
sorts of disciplines, a place that can 
accommodate all performing arts,” says 
matralab Director Bhagwati. The space 
was given to Bhagwati in Sept. 2007, but it 
is now fully-equipped, fully-functional 
and its doors will soon be open to fellow 
researchers and the public. 

During the first week of its public 
opening, the lab will showcase creative 
research done by current research assis- 
tants Lise Comtois (poetry) and Michal 
Seta (music) performing UniSecs, their 
experimental poetry and sound explo- 
ration; Jerome Delapierre (video), Navid 
Navab and Michal Seta (sounds) perform- 
ing Jam Session, an interactive audio- 
visual session with real-time computer 
music; and Ralph Denzer (interdiscipli- 
nary) and Florian Gétz (theatre), per- 
forming D-Opera and Just Us exploring 
Charles Darwin and the life and role of 
theatre, among others. 

Following reading break, the third week 
at matralab will welcome members of 
Montreal's artistic community. To name a 
couple, Eldad Tsabary and Navid Navab will 
perform 60x60 — the Canadian Mix, an inter- 
active overview of the Canadian electroa- 
coustic music community and the Bozzini 
String Quartet will perform the works of 
Beethoven, John Cage and Bhagwati. 

The matralab (a well-truncated acronym 
for movement/media/music art 


theatre/theory, research agency) consists of 
two distinct but interconnected compo- 
nents: matrabox is a 800 sq. ft. soundproof, 
single-level performance space wired with 
theatre lighting, three-channel video pro- 
jection and comprehensive equipment for 
video and audio production. While 
designed to accommodate musical, dance, 
theatre, cinematic, studio arts or any com- 
bination thereof, don't count on renting it 
for huge parties; having a capacity of 25 peo- 
ple max, the space is more of a testing lab 
than a venue for large events. 

The second component is matrabureau; 
a 400 sq. ft. natural light workspace with 
audio and video and administrative work- 
spaces to be used for project development, 
research and teaching. 

An internationally renowned composer, 
theatre director and concept artist, 
Bhagwati joined Concordia as CRC in Inter- 
X Art Practice and Theory in 2006 appoint- 
ed by the departments of music and theatre. 
(See Journal, Sept. 14, 2006) 

Bhagwati believes that while similar facil- 
ities exist in the professional world, matra- 
lab can set itself apart by being far more 
accessible to burgeoning artists. 

"Being in a university environment, it's 
quite original. There isn't the limited access 
due to availability and steep fees you see in 
pro labs. Here, artists can shape their proj- 
ects over longer periods of time and work 
with practitioners of other disciplines as 
well as with theoreticians towards more 
evolved and rich work” 

Not only able to aid artists shape their 
own work, Bhagwati and the matralab are 
helping push the boundaries of Concordias 
public perception. 

"Every time I bring people in from out- 
side, they tell me they didnt know 
Concordia did things like this. The idea of 
Concordia is already changing.” 
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Participants explore the sensor-rigged responsive equipment developed by Bhagwati. This appa- 
ratus will be used in Bhagwati’s Wald (Forest), an immersive dance performance. On March 5, 
dancer Han Soo Cho will perform the piece in Concordia’s Black Box, EV 0S3-845. 
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Topological Media Lab 
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Research Assistant Tim Sutton pushes on Ozone, a responsive sound and music instrument 
created at TML; the elastic screen is equipped with microphones and sensors to interpret 
movement as sound and video. 


RUSS COOPER 


Inspiration for creating art comes from 
within. But inspiration needs instruments 
to become truly vibrant. Concordia's 
Topological Media Lab (TML) is where 
inspiration becomes reality. 

Starting Feb. 15, the TML in EV 7.725 
will be showcasing a number of projects 
around Concordia and Montreal. The 
brain child of Computer Arts Associate 
Professor Sha Xin Wei, the lab was 
established in 2001 to, "study gesture 
and embodied use of hybrid computa- 
tional-physical materials,” and aims to 
create materials that are sensitive to 
movement, temperature, etc. and 
respond by changing their form and cre- 
ating light, music, etc. 

Take for example the lab's WYSIWYG 
(What You See Is What You Get) project. 
It's aiming to create a fabric to be used for 
improvised play — a wearable instrument, 
if you will. This 20’-long ‘tapestry’ woven 
from conductive fibre interprets hand 
gestures into sound of wind and voices. 

The elemental difference between the 
TML and the matralab is that the TML is 
not a facility for producing works of art. 
The TML examines people's response to 
their surrounding environment, looking 


at the elements of art and engineering 


within. It then applies its findings to cre- 
ating materials that blend sound, light, 
fabric, etc. The goal is to bring a new 
depth of artistic and technological 
expression to everyday life. 

"We're looking into making everyday 
things more responsive, like bus shelters 
or airports,’ Sha says. “We want to ask, 
‘how can we make our world not just 
complicated but rich?” 

Among the presentations being show- 


cased during Feb. and March are CAVE, 
an interactive audio-visual ‘video-busk- 
ing’ installation that responds to the 
movements of passers by; and the 
MEMBRANE, a projected surface on the 
side of the EV building, on which shad- 
ows of people inside the building will 
mix with those of pedestrians outside. 

"People can come in as a sound artist 
or video artist or as an anthropologist or 
philosopher,’ he says. "Both grads and 
undergrads come from all disciplines 
because it's a safe place to do creative 
work. This is a place to explore the area 
between art and science, using ideas 
from both." 

His idea for the TML started in 2001 
when he was completing his PhD in 
Mathematics at Stanford, but began to 
build it when he was teaching at the 
Georgia Tech School of Literature, 
Culture and Communication a few years 
later. Sha joined Concordia as a Tier-2 
Canada Research Chair in New Media 
Arts in 2004. 

For all the seriousness and technicali- 
ties surrounding the work being done at 
TML, Sha is quite lighthearted when it 
comes to final products. 

"It's technical, but it's quite poetic as 
well,” he says. "I'm trying to create a place 
where people can do work that they have 
to explain but don't have to justify.” 

In the relatively near future, Sha hopes 
the research coming out of the TML will 
bring forth dynamic new ways to enjoy 
life by incorporating the technologies 
into public spaces and architecture for 
everyday people to interact with. 

"Maybe we'll be able to communicate 
with a bit more metaphor,” he says. 
"Maybe we could create a few more silver 
linings in everyday life.” 


RUSS COOPER 


In Canada, there are 140 000 
professional artists with an aver- 
age declared income of about 
$22 000, precariously near the 
2007 Statistics Canada low- 
income cut-off of $21 666. As 
such, the rewarding but often 
unpredictable trade of art 
requires a bit more than a keen 
sense of creativity these days — it 
takes a serious’ approach and 
planning. 

On Feb. 6., well over 100 fine 
arts students packed EV 1.615 
for the Marketing Yourself: 
Selling Your Art, workshop for a 
chance to gain practical infor- 
mation about best ways to suc- 
ceed in the world of art. 

A co-presentation of Urbana 
Marketing and Art Matters, the 
format was simple: Invite real- 
world artists and marketers to 
share their experiences; get 
together with students and bur- 
geoning artists; find out what it 
takes to make it. 

After a short introduction 
from Julie Johnston of Art 
Matters and Ana Marinescu of 
Urbana Marketing, the first pres- 
entation took a resolutely busi- 
ness approach. Drawing on the 


material from Marketing 


Yourself, the book based on their 
course, JMSB Lecturer and 


Academic Director of the 
Marketing Co-op Harold 
Simpkins and _ Associate 


Professor of Marketing Jordan 
LeBel deflated many longstand- 
ing myths about marketing and 
gave concrete advice on actions 
to take. 

"For artists such as yourselves, 
the portfolio and the killer cover 
letter should be at the end of 
marketing yourself. It begins 
with setting goals and having a 
plan,” said Simpkins. 

Following a marketing plan, 
LeBel stated, doesn't mean 
youre ‘painting by the numbers’ 
or that creativity will be ren- 
dered inflexible. 

"Sometimes not having a plan 
means an inability or lack of 
conviction to make tough deci- 
sions,” he said. "We suggest you 
take the time to know yourself 
and what makes you happy. 
That way, you don't end up ina 
mid-life crisis." 

While Simpkins and LeBel 
covered the pragmatic side of 
the afternoon's events, the con- 
ference also welcomed a recog- 
from the artistic 
community to share their prac- 
tical understanding of the busi- 
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ness. Among the presenters 
were curator of Musée dart 
contemporain Mark Lanctot; 
Susannah Wesley and Meredith 
Carruthers of Leisure Projects; 
the photographic _ portrait 
artists Sanchez Brothers, Jason 
and Carlos (both former 
Concordia students); and 
Donald Browne, owner of 
Donald Browne Gallery in the 
Belgo Building on _ Ste. 
Catherine St. 

Culminating in a dynamic 
panel, the conference's presen- 
ters participated in a lively dis- 
cussion to answer questions, 
share personal anecdotes and 
offer words of wisdom to those 
in attendance ~— a chance for a 
touch of timelessness, but ever 
the artists, many took it as a 
chance to express themselves 
and have some fun. 

Said Mark Lanctot: "If a tree 
falls in the forest, take a picture 
and show people.” 

Said Susannah Wesley: "Stay 
alert but stay relaxed.” 

Said Jason Sanchez: "Keep 
truckin’.” 

Art Matters will be held from 
Feb, 27 to March 15 at venues 
throughout Concordia and 
Montreal. For more info, visit 
artmatters.concordia.ca. 
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The art of marketing art 








Students await the presenters at the Selling your Art conference. 


ASSACTION 


JMSB class making sustainability a valuable commodity . 


Russ Cooper 


As always in business, the bot- 
tom line remains the bottom 
line. But Management Assist- 
ant Professor Raymond Paquin 
and his class are developing 
methods for businesses to 
broaden their view to include 
environmentally sustainable 
strategies as a way to save (and 


make!) more money. 


Paquin’s one-term MANA 
the 
Environment is examining the 
way Canadian business oper- 
ates in the global environment. 
Covering its relationship with 
the public, stockholders, con- 
sumers, employees and the 
community, the class explores 
many issues facing the future 
of Canadian business, such as 
how to thrive with an ecologi- 


369: Business and 


cally sound modus operandi. 


"If you accept the paradigm 


. 


that the point of business 
should be to make money, then 
asking questions about how 
business creates value for soci- 
ety should enter into that par- 
adigm,” says Paquin. 

As part of their final project, 
the class’ 16 students are form- 
ing four groups and preparing 
sustainability audits. Two 
groups will be assessing differ- 
ent departments here at 
Concordia, and the other two 
groups will be auditing for- 
profit companies. Among the 
resources the students have at 
their disposal will be the 
approach and tools created by 
Sustainable Concordia. 

Second-year JMSB under- 
grad Harry Picken is part of a 
team that will be assessing an 
as-yet-undetermined depart- 
ment at Concordia. His team 
will be looking at everyday 
things such as paper use, recy- 


cling, and computer usage, 
exploring ways to further 
reduce the department's envi- 
ronmental footprint. "You can 
save a lot of energy by just 
turning a computer off for the 
evening, Picken says. 

In the end, these audits will 
hopefully provide these 
departments and organiza- 
tions with meaningful 
approaches for reducing their 
environmental impact in ways 
which save money and also 
facilitate changes in thinking 
and action around these 
issues. 

"The audits are a way of get- 
ting out of the classroom and 
getting our hands dirty, and it’s 
a chance for students to bring 
strategic conversations to 
potential employers. 

"In terms of being economi- 
cally viable, I'm of the belief 
that what the students will 


find, these companies haven't 
even looked at,” says Paquin. 
"It's a matter of exploring how 
we understand and measure 
our environmental and social 
impacts. Once we know that, 
we can begin to use that infor- 
mation for change." 

Paquin, a relatively new face 
at Concordia (he arrived fall 
2008), chose to teach here in 
part due to our commitment 
to sustainability, especially 
within the JMSB. 

"The groundswell of initia- 
tives and interest towards sus- 
tainability was really encour- 
aging,” he says. Paquin also 
calls JSMB Dean Sanjay 
Sharma, "one of the leading 
scholars in our field,” referring 
to his vision and initiative to 
make sustainability a core ele- 
ment of the business world. 

While the current economic 
situation may be grim, Paquin 


believes these values are nec- 
essary for the next generation 
of movers and shakers - they 
will not only create a competi- 
tive edge, they will be neces- 
sary for future success. 

"Firms are becoming more 
interested in environmental 
and social matters not only 
because regulations are 
becoming more stringent, but 
also because consumers and 
the public are demanding it. 
The way we've done business 
in the western world is not 
sustainable,” he says. "Once 
these economic doldrums get 
sorted, businesses are going to 
redress the situation that our 
global natural resources are 
depleted. It's going to force us 
to change the way we do busi- 
ness. 

"In the end, the key point of 
the class is to create motiva- 
tion for change.” 
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Exhibition depicts Ugandan refugee camp 


The exhibition, Limbo, is a series 
of photographs depicting the peo- 
ple of the Unyama refugee camp 
in Northern Uganda. Concordia 
photography students Matthew 
Hood and Devin Wells participat- 
ed in the Concordia Volunteer 
Abroad Program (CVAP), spend- 
ing eight weeks in May and June 
2008 with the people of the vil- 
lage. For the past few years, 
Ugandans have been forced into 
refugee camps by the army bat- 
tling rebels. When the fighting 
lulls, displaced people cannot be 
sure about returning to their 
homes safely, but the camps are 
not considered safe _ either. 
Therefore, in limbo. 

The exhibition was shown here 
Jan. 26 to Feb. 1, and was seen by 
1 500 viewers, raising $3 000 to be 
returned to Unyama. Hood and 
Wells are currently applying to 
bring the exhibigt to other 


Piloya Monica runs a landmine survivor centre in Unyama. A survivor herself, she works to help victims heal, as well as to help rebuild homes and Schools and galleries in hopes of 
buildings affected by the fighting in her country. raising further funds. 
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ors peter, 1 ae IN MEMORIAM 
‘12th Annual Teaching Sheila Sullivan Brown 
E X Cc e | | e n Cc e Aw a rd Sheila Sullivan Brown, a long 
RECOGNIZING | | member tn the tauestion 


Department, passed away on 
Jan. 24 at the age of 62. 
Sustained commitment to the improvement of teaching Brown's commitment to 





Excellence in teaching 


Creativity in the development of teaching materials and approach community organizing, and 
her Celtic heritage. were 
acknowledged in an obituary 

ELIGIBILITY in The Gazette. "She was 
unable to tolerate injustice or 
hypocrisy,’ said her husband 

Greg Brown, a biology profes- 

three years of teaching at Concordia by the end of this semester. sor at McGill. "She worked 


Full-time and part-time faculty must have completed at least 


The nominee must have taught at least five courses in the Faculty hard, but always managed to 
have fun.” 
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of Engineering and Computer Science at Concordia University; the Bark ia Now Woik, abe 


courses must cover a range of topics. moved to Montreal where she — representative of part-time 

The person must not have received this award in the previous five joined the Voice of Women faculty who gave CUPFA 
and obtained her master’s many years of service. As 
degree in education at well, she was one of the pajit- 
Concordia. Her community _ timers who was always active 
PROCEDURE implication was broad and in supporting the Concordia 

varied: She was a dance Shuffle. CUPFA has made a 

instructor at the Siamsa donation in her memory to 

Students and faculty members may pick up a nomination form School of Irish Music; she was | the CUPFA endowment fund. 
from any of the academic units of the Faculty or from the Dean’s also president of Refuge Juan Brown will be sadly missed 


Office, Academic Affairs (EV2.279), and fill it out as instructed. Moreno, a shelter for immi- by her friends and family, 


grant women and children; including her daughter 
president of Catholic Meghan and her siblings 
Community Services for two Patricia, Dennis and 
years; and taught children at Brendan. Donations may bé 


years. 


St. Justine's Hospital. made in Brown's memory to 
CUPFA members remem- the Refuge Juan Moreno, 
ber her as a hard-working 514-525-5423. 













Sustainable Business Conference 





The 5th annual Sustainable Business Conference (SBC), Building our Future will be held Fri., 
Feb. 13 in the D.B. Clarke Theatre. Brought to you in part by the 1% Sustainability Action Fund, 
the SBC provides the opportunity to discover the sustainability initiatives involved in the 
development of the new, LEED-certified JMSB building (opening in fall 2009). See the site for 
tickets, details and a full list of speakers: www,jsg-jmsb.ca. 










Compassion fundraiser 


The 51st Garnet Key Society has compiled an evening to celebrate love, life and artistic expres- 
sion while raising funds for the Heart & Stroke Foundation. The evening, Fri., Feb. 13 at 8 p.m., 
will follow the theme of compassion. Information and __ reservations: 
garnetkeycompassion@gmail.com. Tickets also available at H 608. Please be generous. 






Ciné Gael Montréal 





In its 17th season, this Irish film festival, held annually at Concordia's DeSéve cinema, will open 
with award-winning film Kisses at 7:15 p.m. on Fri., Feb. 13. Five evenings of film are scheduled, 
plus a closing gala reception. See the site for full details: www.cinegaelmontreal.com. 







Cinema Politica 






Screenings continue Mon., Feb. 16 with Kiviaq vs. Canada and In Defense of our Treaties, two 
films touching on the rights of indigenous and First Nations people. On Mon., Feb. 23, Under 
Rich Earth, a film about coffee farmers in Ecuador. On Mon., Mar. 2, check out /ron Ladies of 
Liberia and Where the Water Meets the Sky. Screenings begin at 7:30 p.m. and are held in H 110. 
Details at cinemapolitica.org. 











University of the Streets Café 





The series of conversations, open to the public, continues with “A Question of Economics: What 
is the financial crisis?” on Tues., Feb. 17 from 7 to 9 p.m. at Le Social, 1445 Bishop. The following 
evening at the same time and location, ‘A Question of Economics: Is this the only economy we can 
have?" On Thurs., Feb. 26 at 7 p.m., "The Politics of the Now: Who gets to make sense of history?” 
will be discussed at Le Dépanneur Café, 206 Bernard W. "Personal Balance: How to engineer a bal- 
anced life?” will take place at Centre St. Ambroise, 5080 Saint-Ambroise, on Mon. Mar. 2. Both 
conversations, "Café Scientifique: How can we be healthy, wealthy and wise as we age?” and 'A 
Changing Community: How do we navigate identity, accents and belonging?” will take place 
Wed., Mar. 4. See the site for full information: univcafe.org. 
















History and Politics 







Matthias Fritsch (Philosophy) will discuss his most recent book, The Promise of Memory: 
History and Politics in Marx, Benjamin, and Derrida at noon on Wed., Feb. 18 in LB 671-7 as part 
of CISSC's Concordia Authors Series. 


Blueprints for Change Festival 
























Sustainable Concordia is hosting Blueprints for Change, a sustainability conference at which 
our third Campus Sustainability Assessment will be presented. While Concordia was the first 
Canadian university to perform such a measure, 85 universities now share the results of such 
assessments. From 11 a.m. till 4 p.m. on Thurs., Feb. 19, an exhibit of the sustainability initia- 
tives currently in progress in the Concordia-Montreal community. Also part of the day-long 
conference are workshops, a public consultation and an awards ceremony. More at sustain- 
able.concordia.ca. 


Postcolonialism and Diaspora 





The Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture (CISSC) invites all members of 
the Concordia community to a public lecture by Ato Quayson (University of Toronto) on 
“Postcolonialism and Diaspora: Dialogue and Difference” The lecture will begin at 7 p.m. on 
Thurs., Feb. 19 in H 1220. 


Polymorphous Play #27 


The Department of Theatre is presenting a play directed by Petre Batakliev that is polymor- 
phous: acts are played more than once with the actors switching parts each time. Eight shows 
will be held between Feb. 19 to March 8 in the Cazalet Studio, admission is $10, $5 for students 
and seniors. Call ext. 4742 or see the site, oscar.concordia.ca for full details. 


Architecture and Politics 






As part of the Humanities Doctoral Research Seminar Series, a panel on ‘Architecture and Politics: 
Borders, Spaces, Assemblages” will feature Christoph Brunner, Nasrin Himada and Biana Scliar 
Mancini on Fri., Feb. 20 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m in LB 646. All Concordians are welcome to attend. 
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Faculty Development Workshops 


* 
CTLS is offering workshops to faculty: "Linking Research & Teaching" will be presented by 
Mick Healey of the University of Gloucestershire, U.K., on Wed., Mar. 4 from 2 to 4 p.m. in H 
763. Our own Meral Buyukkurt will present "Challenges in Teaching Courses with Real-World 
Group Projects Pt. 1" the following day at 2:30 p.m. in GM 502-3. For more, contact Zeeta 
Maharaj at ext. 2495 or teaching@concordia.ca. 


Religious Transformation 
Sponsored by the Political Science Student Association, J. Judd Owen (Emory U., Atlanta, GA) 


will give a lecture entitled “The Enlightenment's Project of Religious Transformation” on 
Thurs., Mar. 5 from 4 to 6 p.m. in H 1220. 





Explore other faiths 


Multi-faith Chaplaincy invites you to meet and be inspired by leaders from various faiths and 
professions within the Concordia community. Informal lunchtime discussions on Tuesdays 
from noon to | p.m. in Z 105, 2090 Mackay. 





Roberta Bondar receives Loyola Medal 


Roberta Bondar, the world’s first astronaut-neurologist and passionate advocate for environ- 
mental education, will be awarded the Loyola Medal and deliver her lecture entitled “Suspended 
above a Turquoise Bubble” on March 4 from 7:15 p.m.—8:30 p.m. The event will be held at Loyola 
High School, 2477 West Broadway. To register, go to alumni.concordia.ca/register. 


AIDS/HIV lecture series 


Christine Vézina, a lawyer for the human rights program at COCQ-Sida, will finish up the 
AIDS/HIV lecture series with a lecture on Thurs., Mar. 5 in French titled, "La criminalisation 
de l’exposition au VIH: un échec de santé publique?" This free lecture begins at 6 p.m. in H 110 
and is open to the public. See aids.concordia.ca. 


In the FOFA Gallery 


From Feb. 16 to March 13, three concurrent shows are being displayed at the FOFA Gallery: 
Listening to the Mountains and 100 Dresses showcase the artwork of Nicole Bauberger. 
Landscapes features the work of Vitaly Medvedovsky. Free and open to the public. See their site 
for more, including details on audience participation dates: fofagallery.concordia.ca. 


REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS 
ANNUAL CCSL AWARDS 


The Concordia Council on Student Life Outstanding Contribution Awards 


These awards are given to Concordia students, staff or faculty 

who have made an exceptional contribution to student life or 
services at the university through their involvement with: 

* Concordia Media 

* University Services/ Departments 

* The Field of Teaching: 


* Students 
* Student/University Governance 
* Student Organizations 


NOMINATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT: 
* deanofstudents.concordia.ca/services /ccsl.shtml 
* Dean of Students’ Offices: AD-121! (Loyola), H-637 (SGW) 
* All umbrella student associations 
* Hall Building Information Desk 


CONCORDIA COUNCIL ON STUDENT LIFE 
NOMINATION DEADLINE: 


MARCH 9, 2009 5 p.m. 
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Celebrating Stingers service 


DANIEL RODRIGUES 


If you ask most football players, 
‘when do you start preparing for 
next season?’ you might get the 
simple response, ‘the day this sea- 
son is over: However, for seven 
revered members of this year's 
Concordia Stingers football team, 
the question did not carry a sim- 
ple answer. For those seven play- 
ers, their days as a Stinger are over. 

“In all my years coaching I have 
not seen a better group of gradu- 
ating players,’ said Stingers head 
coach, and master of ceremonies 
Gerry McGrath on Sat., Jan 31. 
“The leadership that these play- 
ers provided was tremendous, 
the legacy they will leave on this 
franchise extraordinary. 

He stood at the front of the 
Molson Brewery’s banquet hall 
overlooking the crowd of players, 
coaches and esteemed guests. But 
without a doubt the focus of many 
was fixed on the seven jerseys dis- 
played to his left. 50, 58, 56, 7, 29, 
55, 91... these were the numbers 
of the men who had completed 
their five years of eligibility. 

As is tradition at the football 
team’s annual end-of-year ban- 








Stingers coach Gerry McGrath (left) and Nathan Agadzi. For more 


pictures from the banquet, visit stingers.ca. 


quet, each graduating player was 
given the opportunity to address 
the audience and reflect on their 
time in the maroon and gold. 

The first to the podium was 
number 50, Nathan Agadzi, True 
to his integral sense of leadership, 
Agadzi asked to speak first so he 
could lead his fellow Stingers one 
last time. 

“T didn’t write anything. I'm just 


going to speak from my heart’ 
started Agadzi, speaking from the 
same heart that carried him and 
his teammates throughout his 
five years. Like the six others that 
would follow, Agadzi spoke about 
what it meant to be a Stinger, and 
thanked coaches, friends and 
family. 

Then were numbers 58, Connor 
Smith, and 56, Mike Comeau. Both 
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fixtures on Concordia’s offensive 
line, the two complemented each 
other in every way. Smith, the soft- 
spoken one of the two, allowed his 
words to speak louder than his 
actions, a contrast to his playing 
style — both men a testament to 
the sheer blue-collar work ethic 
they brought to the team each day. 

Comeau, the more vocal 
leader, was humbled by his 
experiences, “Enjoy your time 
here because it goes by faster 
than you think,” he said. 

After dinner, number 7, Blake 
Butler spoke and was followed by 
29 Darnell Danglade. Both men 
expressed the sacrifice and perse- 
verance it takes to be a university 
athlete. Butler displayed his pas- 
sion for the game, sacrificing his 
personal accomplishments for 
the good of the team on many 
occasions, while Danglade will- 
ingly switched positions mid-sea- 
son to help the team — a selfless 
act for any player, let alone one in 
his final year. 

Next was number 55, Thomas 
Kuchiran. His words were well- 
prepared and well-spoken, his 
preparation for and knowledge of 
the game exceptional. 
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“Being able to play football and 
study here at Concordia was a 
privilege, said Kuchiran, who 
exemplified what it meant to be a 
student-athlete. 

Last but not least was number 
91, William Miller. Always the last 
voice heard before kickoff, the 
banquet would be no different. 

“I have so many memories 
from my time here,’ he said, “and 
I will always keep those with me” 

If Agadzi was the heart of this 
year's team, Miller was the soul. 
Returning from multiple frac- 
tures to his collarbone, suffered a 
year previous, Miller showed the 
dedication, determination and 
love he had for not only the game, 
but for his team. 

With all seven jerseys now 
gone from sight, the book was 
officially closed on the 2008 foot- 
ball season. 

The preparation for the 2009 
season is well underway, and, 
although the seven won't physi- 
cally be a part of this year's team, 
their words and actions will live 
on through their teammates who 
look to carry on the tradition and 
the legacy the seven have left in 
their place. 





JMSB student Céline-Ann Holzer took this shot last fall to capture the excitement of leaping into a new semester. In these doldrums of February, we thought you could use a 
reminder of that enthusiasm (and that green, green grass). Hang in there, everybody! Visit www. flickr.com/groups/concordiapicks and hit us with your best shots. 


